PRE-HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION- 2015
STD : XII 				             ENGLISH  - I			                   MARKS : 100

					       SECTION-A
I.A. Choose the most accurate of the four given contexts, which equates with that of the     (5x1=5)   
       underlined lexical item in each of the following sentences.

1. As he was valiant, I honour him.
   a) My uncle gave me a valuable gift.	 b) The beautiful valley fascinated us. 
   c) A lot of volunteers attended the blood donation camp. d) The bravery of our army is world famous.

2. Has she got greater intuition?
    a) Our head master is a man of great insight.    b) The boy was punished for his act of intimidation.
    c) Mental courage is his great asset.	       d) She is woman of noble mentality.
3. I had been rudely awakened several times.
    a) I slept well last night.			b) He was aroused by a sudden noise.
    c) She became weak due to illness. 	d)His meditation was disturbed by a sudden noise.

4. Slight avocation will seduce attention.
    a)This picture tempts me to eat more ice creams. b) The water in the lake has decreased considerably.
    c) My father will make sure that we got the ticket for the journey.
    d) Good friends generate good habits.

5. Rockets which struck unheralded by sound or sight.  
    a) My friend visited me unannounced.        b) He went to the interview unprepared.
    c) Though I shouted, I went unheard.          d) She created a new record.

B. Choose the most accurate of the four given contexts, which is opposite to the meaning of the 
       underlined  lexical item in each of the following sentences:-                                         (5x1=5)

6. This Caesar was a tyrant. 
    a) King   	b) Servant   	      c) Democrat   	d) Aristocrat

7. Frality, thy name is woman.
    a) Strength   b) Knowledge       c) Loyalty  	d) Pity

8. The Rabbit was eventually caught.
    a) Incidentally  b) Initially        c) Uneventful  	d)Spectacular

9. They despise the snake.
    a) Depose         b) Appreciate   c) Kill   		d) Threaten

10. ‘To hell with it’- a fascile, trivial phrase.
    a) Unimportant  b) Worthy       c)Significant         d) Long

C. Answer any ten of the following:-                                                                                  (10x2=20)
11. Write a sentence using the plural form of ‘bascillus’ or ‘agendum’
12. Use the idiom ‘nip in the bud’ in a sentence of your own.
13. Write a sentence using the expanded form of the acronym ‘SAARC’
14. Many police……..do not have time to take care of their………problems. (personal / personnel)
15. Form a word by blending words ‘picture’ and ‘element’ and use the blended word in a sentence of your own.
16. Syllabify any two words.    ‘argumentative’, ‘astrology’, ‘accident’, ‘institution’
17. Write a sentence using the word ‘park’ as a noun and ‘park’ as a verb.
18. Write a sentence using the American English word for ‘mobile phone’.
19. Use the compound word ‘long forgotten’ in a sentence of your own.
20. Write a sentence using a word with the prefix ‘post’ or the suffix ‘ful’.
21. Form compound words.    a) Noun+ Verb      b)Noun+ Adjective
22. Write sentences using the phrasal verbs ‘call off’ and ‘call on’.
23. Write sentences using the clipped words from ‘public house’ and ‘motorbike’.


				                                SECTION-B
II. A) Fill in the blanks:-                                                                                                                  (10x1=10)
24. If you worked hard, you…….pass.    (use a suitable model verb)
25. Raja……(work) here since 2001.     (use the given verb in the suitable form)
26. If I had been there, I ……(prevent)it.    (use the correct tense form of the verb)
27. That is the house,…… I was born.      (use a relative pronoun)
28. Those……work hard will succeed.       (use a relative pronoun)
29. …….the warning, he made a mistake.     (use a suitable phrase/preposition)
30.My grandmother……tell me bed-time stories.    (use a semi-model)
31. Frame a sentence of the pattern SVIODOA.
32. Metals have been replaced by plastics.     (This is an example of ……passive voice.)
33. ……he is poor, he is honest.      (use a link word)
B) 34. Report the dialogue.
     Teacher: Where is your notebook?
     Ravi     :    I lost my book yesterday.
     Teacher: You will have to buy a notebook and complete your work.
     Ravi: Yes sir. I will submit my notebook tomorrow.

35. If he had worked hard, he would have passed.    (Begin the sentence with ‘Had’)
36. As he is old, he cannot walk fast.        (Rewrite as a compound sentence)
37. She ran fast, she did not win the race.   (Combine the sentences using ‘though’).
38. She told me a story. It was about a giant. (Combine the sentence into a simple sentence)

					SECTION- C
III. A) Identify the following sentences with the field in the list given below:-                           (5x1=5)
39. The flight was cancelled owing to fog.
40. On our way to Ooty, we stayed in a hotel for a night.
41. The doctor gave me pills for quick recovery from illness.
42. Examination should evaluate all aspects of learning.
43. The batsman struck the ball for a sixer.
	              (Medicine, Sports, Travel, Weather, Education)

(B) Read the following passage and answer in your own words the questions given below:-  (5x2=10)
              Compared to a motorbike or a car, the bicycle is a slow moving vehicle but its popularity has been on the increase in recent years. There are many reasons for this. Firstly the bicycle does not require petrol or diesel as a car on a motorbike does. In these days of fuel shortage, this  is a decided advantage. It draws its power from the rider. The bicycle moreover is small, light and convenient. There are no parking problems. Another reason for its popularity is that it takes one to one’s destination with more certainty than cars or buses which are often held up in traffic jam. Then there is the fact that the bicycle causes no pollution. It produces no noise and no smoke. Finally it is now known that riding the bicycle is a good exercise which tones up one’s  heart and one’s muscles. No wonder, more and more people prefer a bicycle to other mode of transport.
Questions:- 
44. What is the first reason for the popularity of the bicycle?
45. How does the bicycle draw its power?
46. What is special about the bicycle in taking one to one’s destination?
47. What are the two kinds of pollution mentioned in this passage?
48. How does riding the bicycle assure good health?





SECTION- D
IV.A) Answer anyone of the following questions in a paragraph of about 100 words each:-    (1x5=5)
49. What are the complaints of Brutus on Caesar?
50. How did Gandhiji relate women to ‘Sathyagraha’?
51. Describe the superstitious practices of Gunga Ram.

B) Write an essay in about 250 words on one of the following:-                                                   (1x10=10)
52. Gandhiji’s views on women.
53. Write an essay on the making of Johnson’s Dictionary of the English Language.
54. Write an essay on the aftermath of atomization on Hiroshima.

SECTION- E
V. A. Read the following five sets of poetic lines and answer the questions given below each of them.
	a)     ‘In the bivouac of life                                                                                                    (5x1=5)
	        Be not like dumb driven cattle’.

55. What is meant by ‘bivovac’?
	b)   ’ So let us, unobtrusive and unnoticed, 
	      But happy none the less’

56. What is meant by ‘unobtrusive’?
	c)    ‘And you O my soul where you stand,’

57.  Whom does ‘you’ refer to?
	d)   ’ The voice of my education said to me:
	         He must be killed.’
	
58. Why did the voice say so?
	e). ‘Had he and I but met 
	     By some old ancient inn’

59. Whom does ‘I’ refer to?

B) Read the following three sets of lines and answer the questions given below:-                  (3x1=3)
	a) ‘Speech that came like leech-craft’
60. Mention the figure of speech used in this line.
	b) ‘As humble plants by country hedgerows growing’  

61. Write out the words in alliteration.
	c)‘Not enjoyment, and not sorrow,
	Is our destined end or way;
	But to act , that each tomorrow
	Find us farther than today.’

62. What is the rhyme scheme of this stanza?

C) Explain any two of the following sets of lines with reference to the text:-                        (2x3=6)
64. ‘Dust thou art, to dust returnest,
         Was not spoken of the soul.’

65. ‘We claim to dwell, in quiet and seclusion,
        Beneath the household roof.’

66. ‘Someone was before me at my water-trough,
        And I, like a second comer, waiting.’

D)  Answer any one of the following questions in a paragraph:- 	                             (1x5=5)		
67. What is the theme of the poem ‘A Noiseless, Patient Spider’?
68. State how the poet depicts the importance of English.
69. What was D.H.Lawrence’s mean act and how did he regret the act?
                                                                     _________________

